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Spring seems to have started and it seems a long time since Christmas but here is an update of what has been
happening at Barcaldine Primary School over the winter months.
Inspection
In December two HMIE inspectors visited us. Thank you to all of our staff, parents and partners who took the time to
fill out questionnaires or speak with the inspectors. It was a highly useful process to go through as we received
reassurance about our strengths and guidance on what our next steps for improvement are. We are all delighted and
very proud of the final report, which is available on the Education Scotland web site. We are pleased that our
strengths include the polite and creative pupils, dedicated staff and strong links with the community. We have also
been recognised for our high quality provision for outdoor learning.

Ceilidh at the Castle
Our Christmas celebration, this year, took the form of a family ceilidh
at Barcaldine Castle. It was a perfect setting and the pupils danced the
night away with their families, even teaching them a few dances. The
pupils also entertained our guests with a short nativity ‘The Three Wise
Mice’, some tunes on the fiddles and ukuleles and songs. A huge thank
you to Barcaldine Castle, especially Abbi and Daniel for hosting such a
great evening.

Winter Wonderland
We have made full use of the weather throughout winter. The children learnt about 3D shapes by creating ice
sculptures. We also took part in the RSPB Big Birdwatch and recorded the birds seen in the school grounds.

Rabbie Burns
Several of our pupils competed in the Schools Burns event at the Corran
Halls. They brought back a great haul of medals for their recitations of Burns
or Scottish poems, solo singing and art work. We are very proud of their
confidence as pupils chose to take part.
Barcaldine Bothy / Hub
Things are progressing nicely for the imminent installation of our log cabin.
We received substantial funding from Scottish Sea Farms towards this
project, as well as from the Barcaldine Community Assocaition, Ardchattan
Community Council and the Parent Council. Robertson’s Construction have
kindly laid the concrete foundations and the cabin should arrive in the next
two weeks. Watch this space for the Grand Opening event. Pam Reeves and
Ailidh Campbell are currently in the process of planning and organising a Barcaldine Babies and Toddlers Group
which will hopefully run fortnightly and be based at the Hub. Further information will come out soon but if you are
interested then get in touch with them or tell us at school and we can pass on your details.

Fund Raising
There have been several events helping to raise funds for the Hub. Many thanks to parents who helped at the Food
Festival at the Victory Hall and to Pam Reeves for organising a balloon pop raffle. Our next event is a Beetle Drive, at
the Victory Hall , on Thursday 21st March at 7pm

World Book Day
We celebrated World Book day by a visit to Waterstones
in Oban. The children were treated to a Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party and storytelling. They then chose new books for the
school library.

Science
We are currently on an AMAZING JOURNEY. The pupils have received an old map leading them to the Misty
Mountains to find a magic crystal but they have several other terrain to conquer before they get there. We have
been learning about gravity, buoyancy, air and water resistance and friction in our quest, while also thinking
creatively of how to construct the best vehicles or methods of travel. We have sailed the Salty Sea on differently
designed boats using water, air and propeller power. We have crossed the Polar Pass and have investigated friction
and insulation of layers. We are now in the process of building bridges to cross the River Rapids. The children have
also been learning about electricity and made their own lighthouses to keep us safe.

Sgoil na Coiltean
Up in Sutherland’s grove we have been busy clearing rhododendron form the site we use and repairing some of our
furniture. We also enjoyed having our photographs taken by professionals for the Forestry Commission.

Bee Walk
In April we are going on a Bee Walk. Sustrans are setting up a monitoring programme with us to record bumble bees
along the cycle track. We are looking forward to receiving training from an expert and start the monthly monitoring.

Diary Dates
Beetle Drive:

Victory Hall, 21st March @ 7pm

Big Pedal:

25/3/19-5/4/19 Walk, cycle or scooter to school

Spring Holidays:

School closes Friday 29th March @ 2.30pm
School opens Monday 15th April @ 9am

Easter:

School closes Thursday 18th April at 3.15pm
School opens Tuesday 23rd April @ 9am

Bee walk:

Monday 29th April

HIMDF:

On Friday 3rd May the children will be participating in the local music festival

May Weekend:

School closes 3rd May at 3.15pm
School opens Thursday 7th May @ 9am

